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Background 

This document presents the recently started EU funded project ‘Establishment of a European Red List of 

Habitats’ that provides an opportunity to integrate the regional HELCOM Red List assessment of Baltic Sea 

biotope, habitats and biotope complexes to the pan-European assessment. 

HELCOM HOD 42 approved the HELCOM Red List of Baltic Sea biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes in 

September 2013. The assessment was based on the HELCOM Underwater Biotope and Habitat classification 

(HELCOM HUB) which was approved by HELCOM HOD 41 in June 2013. 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to agree on the HELCOM involvement and input to the project as outlined in the 

document and mandate the Secretariat to proceed with formal arrangements. 
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Project: Establishment of a European Red List of Habitats 
 

The project is a joint tender by Alterra (The Netherlands) and IUCN (Belgium) with a subcontractor Nature 

Bureau (UK). The main aim of the project is to provide reliable and timely information on the status and 

trends of biodiversity across Europe to support the needs of the 2020 EU Biodiversity Strategy. Red List 

status will be assessed for marine and terrestrial habitats and at two geographic levels, EU and Pan-

European. Four marine regions will be assessed; Baltic Sea, North Sea/NE-Atlantic, Mediterranean Sea and 

the Black Sea. Some HELCOM CP’s are involved directly in the process, e.g. SYKE in Finland participates in 

the work on terrestrial habitats.  

The project was started on the 9 December 2013 with the signing of the contract with the EU. According to 

plans, work will be carried out by 11 regional Working Groups (WG), with one WG carrying out the 

assessment for all the habitat types in the Baltic Sea to be finalized in 2014. The WGs will gather data and 

provide draft assessments, through individual work and assessment workshops. A detailed project plan, 

including finances, is due by the end of February 2014.  

HELCOM has coordinated the work of creating the unified classification system HELCOM Underwater 

Biotope and habitat classification (HELCOM HUB, BSEP 139) and the Red List assessment of the Baltic Sea 

biotopes, habitats and biotope complexes (BSEP 138). HELCOM could therefore support the project with 

the experiences gained through the Red List assessment of the Baltic Sea region, thereby also assuring 

that the existing HELCOM classification system is taken up at the European level. 

 

Tasks to be carried out  

Task 1:  Preparation of a list of habitat types to be assessed 

A list of habitat types to be assessed will be prepared at start of the project. Work is planned for February – 

April 2014, with a definite list of habitats to be assessed by May 2014. The preliminarily plan is to use EUNIS 

level  4 habitats for the marine regions with further divisions based on the Habitat Directive Annex I types 

(termed biotope complexes in HELCOM HUB). For this task it is important that HELCOM expertise 

introduce the existing HELCOM HUB classification system to the project. 

Task 2:  Finalise the fact-sheet format 

This task will be carried out by IUCN. No input from HELCOM is expected. 

Task 3:  Collation of relevant information and draft assessments 

Two workshops are planned per regional sea with the outputs to be assessments for all habitat types on 

the regional level. The Baltic Sea workshops would be carried out by a WG consisting of HELCOM 

members with expertise in habitats/biotopes in the region. For the project as a whole, the first workshop 

will be used to discuss the approach and develop a data gathering plan. The second workshop will be used 

to develop, review and discuss regional fact sheets for each habitat which will be the final outputs for each 

Working Group and will be used to conduct assessments. Considering the work already done for the Red 

List assessment of the Baltic Sea region, it is possible that only one workshop with HELCOM experts is 

needed.   

Finally, a European workshop will be used to collate the data from each regional sea and put it into a 

European context to prepare for the final habitat assessments. This work will be conducted by a European 

Marine Working Group with participation from members from each of the regional sea WGs. The final 

output will be European level preliminary fact sheets and assessments for each habitat.  
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HELCOM input 

WG Lead: For the Baltic Sea area a WG Lead should be appointed. The WG Lead will participate in 1) Task 1 

i.e. ensuring that the outcome of the HELCOM Red list project is taken onboard when defining habitat 

types, and 2) lead the workshop(s) under Task 3 together with at least one member of the Project 

Management Team. 

Habitat experts: The WG for the Baltic Sea is proposed to include 5 habitat experts from the HELCOM 

network that will participate in Task 3. 

HELCOM has been offered a budget to coordinate the activities. The budget has not been fixed yet and will 

be defined based on the time and resourced needed to make the HELCOM Red List integrated into the 

projects pan-European assessment. The budget is expected to fully cover the cost of coordination and will 

also include compensation and training for the WG Lead and compensation for other experts participating 

in Task 3 workshops.  

Expected beneficial outcomes for HELCOM are: 

- that the assessments and habitat classification carried out in the Red List-project will be brought to 

the pan-European assessment of habitats; 

- IUCN criteria for Red List assessments of habitats will be further developed and involvement of the 

HELCOM community in this process will support the planned revision of the HELCOM Red List in 

2018. 

 


